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VIRGINIA IN 1681, 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and Copies in the McDonald 

and De Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library.) 

(Continued) 



Whitehall, Nov 26, 1681 
Minutes of a Committee of Trade and Plantations — 
Lord Culpeper's former Instructions with his Answer to several 
particulars read — Col. Philip Sudwell and Col. Wormley 
to be put into the Council — Lord Culpeper's desire to know 
how to proceed with complaints made by the Indians against 
the English : — the parties offending to be punished by the Gov- 
ernor and Council or by the General Court, & the Indians to 
be admonished likewise to punish their own people: — The 
Governor to take some effectual method for administering 
justice between the Indians & the English — Lord Culpeper 
says there is but one Papist (1) in Virginia & about 150 Dis- 
senters who call themselves Sweet-singers — His instructions 
concerning the exercise of religion to be the same as to Sir 
Thomas Lynch — also an Instruction to recommend to the 
Assembly the settling an impost upon Liquors imported, 

(1) There were no doubt a few more "papists" in Virginia than Lord 
Culpeper stated; but the only one of sufficient prominence for him to 
know anything of was George Brent, of "Woodstock," Stafford County, 
who died about 1700. His cousins of the Giles Brent line were children. 
The Virginia Brents soon became Protestants. This is shov.n by the 
fact that they held various offices which no Catholic could then fill in 
Virginia. 

It is not known exactly what is meant by the dissenters "who called 
themselves sweet singers." The Quakers comprised by far the largest 
body of dissenters in Virginia at that time. 

It is possible that Culpeper confused Virginia and Maryland. In the 
latter colony, on Bohemia River, was a settlement of Lahadists, some- 
times called "Sweet Singers." 
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instead of the Poll Tax which is very unequal — Musters of the 
Militia to be settled and Lists sent home for the King's in- 
formation — To deliver a Survey of the Stores in Virginia- 
accounts of stores & public powder to be given from time to 
time in future — Surveys of lands set out and patented to the 
inhabitants to be sent over. 2J^ pp. 
(Col. Entry Bk. No. 106. pp 309-311.) 



Dec. 12, 1681 
Paper in the Handwriting of, and Signed by Thos. 
Lord Culpeper containing an account of his proceedings 
from the 10 th day of December 1679, when he received his 
Instructions & necessary Despatches to the 11 th day of August 
1680 when he sailed out of the Capes of Virginia for New Eng- 
land — His detention by contrary winds till 13 th February 
when he set sail in the Oxford Frigate and landed in Virginia 
3 May 1680 — his summoning the Council, publishing his Com- 
mission, administering the Oaths and settling the Commissions 
both Civil and Military — Applied himself to the execution of 
his instructions; — supervised the County Courts — visited 
places supposed proper to build Forts &c. — Meeting of the 
Assembly 8th June — Robert Beverley (2) appointed their 
Clerk nem. con; his denial would have disobliged the whole 
Country— has deferred the putting also Col. Ed. Hill out of 
Commission — Passed the Act of Revenue to his Maj. his 
heirs and successors for ever with addition of two provisoes, 
&c. — Also in reference to the passing & repeal of other Acts — 
Delivery of His Maj. presents to the Indians — suspension of 
his Instruction concerning the signification of his Maj. high 
resentment of a representation made to Col. Jeffreys by the 
then Assembly upon the unanimous advice and petition of the 
Council — appointing of fitting Officers to oppose the Indians — 
and of Col. Philip Ludwell to the Council in the room of Col. 
Parkes deceased and of Colonels John Page & Matthew Kempe 

(2) Robert Beverley and Edward Hill Had been sharply condemned 
by the Commissioners sent to suppress Bacon's Rebellion, charged with 
having instigated Berkeley to his excesses and been removed from office. 
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of the Assembly in the room of Col. Rowland Place and Henry 
Meese living in England — also gave a dedimus to swear Col. 
Abraham Wood of the Council — Proclamation for the col- 
lection of one year's Quit rents issued — Appointed Col. Wm. 
Bird of the Council in the place of Col. Swanne deceased — 
Payment of Sir H. Chicheley's Company from 1 May 1678 
to 1 July 1679 "to the good liking both of Landlords, Soldiers 
and Country" — Also Lord Culpeper's account of "The 
Present State of Virginia," viz. : The House of Burgesses, the 
charge of the Government, Judicature, the ecclesiastical 
Government, the Military Power, in relation to their neigh- 
bours of Carolina & Maryland" the north part of it (Car- 
olina) "always was and is the sink of America" — and to the 
Indians — & the low or rather no price of their only commodity 
Tobacco — Concluding with a "few hints of what he conceives 
fitting to be done for the good of that poor place. " 9 pp. 
(Colonial Papers.) 



Custom House, London, Dec. 12, 1681. 
[Report of Cohabitation, and encouragement of trade and 
Manufacture] 

Report of the Commissioners of Customs to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury upon two clauses in an Act 
of Virginia [concerning the time when said Act is to take place 
for the landing of goods and shipping of tobacco) That this 
Act be by no means confirmed or put in execution, but by his 
Majesty referred back to the Governor of Virginia to be re- 
considered in the General Assembly there — the like directions 
to be given to the Governor of Maryland — This being a matter 
that much concerns his Maj. revenue in his Customs and par- 
ticularly the penny per lb granted by the Act of the 25 year of 
his Maj. reign, the due collection whereof is of great conse- 
quence even to his Maj. customs in England and the trade 
and navigation of this kingdom. 4 pp. 

(Colonial Papers.) 
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Whitehall, Dec 13, 1681 
Minutes of a Committee of Trade and Plantations — 
That such Acts as Lord Culpeper omitted to repeal be mentioned 
in his next Instructions to repeal them on his arrival in Vir- 
ginia — Agreed to represent to his Majesty the great benefit 
to the Colony of Virginia to send thither 2 or £300 worth of 
Flax & Hemp (3) seed — The clause granting one third of the 
fines and forfeitures to Lord Culpeper to be left out in the new 
draught of his instructions, and his Salary to be made payable 
to him per diem, according to his desire — In reference to the 
Declaration (4) of the Assembly concerning the public records, 
made during the Government of Col. Jeffreys, their Lordships 
will report "that altho' his Maj. may please to pardon the 
' ' persons who offended therein, yet it may be signified by an 
"Order of Council, that his Maj. does wholly disapprove 
' ' said Declaration, & that not only all Records to that effect 
' 'may be taken off the file and razed out of the books of Vir- 
ginia, but that this Order of Council may be entered in the 
"Register of the Council there, with directions to the Lord 
' ' Culpeper or Commander in chief for the time being to pro- 
' ' pose a Bill in the next Assembly condemning said proceed- 
"ings & declaring the right of his Maj. & his Officers to call 
"for all the public records & journals whensoever they shall 
"think it necessary for H. M. service" — Agreed to report to 
the Council that Robt. Beverly and Edward Hill are honest 
and able men & very active in his Maj. service, during the late 
Rebellion, in accordance with report of Lord Culpeper who 
had suspended the execution of his instruction concerning them. 
2 pp. 

(Colonial Entry Bk. No. 106. pp. 320-322.) 



(3) The Assembly offered bounties for hemp, and certificates appear- 
ing the county court records show that a considerable quantity was 
produced. 

(4) This was a resolution by the House of Burgesses declaring the in- 
violability of their records, some of which had been seized by tne English 
Commissioners. This action gave great offence to the English Govern- 
ment. It does not appear that any such disavowal as ordered by the 
King was made. 
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Whitehall, Dec 13, 1681 
Minutes of a Committee of Trade and Plantations — 
Report of the Commissioners of the Customs on an Act made 
in Virginia for Cohabitation and encouragement of Trade and 
Manufacture read: agreed to report the whole matter to his 
Majesty in Council. 

(Colonial Entry Bk. No. 106, p. 318.) 



Council Chamber, Dec 13, 1681 
The Lords of Trade and Plantations to the King — 
Shall in a few days lay before his Maj. Draught of Commission 
and Instructions for Lord Culpeper — Have received Report from 
Comiss" of Customs upon an Act made in Virginia for Cohabita- 
tion & encouragement of trade and manufacture, & finding it 
impracticable, offer that Lord Culpeper direct the Council & 
Assembly of Virginia to frame an Act more useful & not preju- 
dicial to his Maj. Customs, in the mean time that part con- 
concerning the landing of goods & shipping of tobacco to be 
immediately suspended — With reference to the Declaration 
of the Assembly touching the custody of their Journals and his 
Maj. Instructions of Dec, 1679 to Lord Culpeper to signify 
his Maj. high resentment of this seditious Declaration, which 
his Lordship has hitherto suspended not only by the earnest 
advice but by the petition of the Council there, to the end 
such un warrantable proceedings may not be taken for a pre- 
cedent hereafter, their Lordships offer that altho' his Maj. 
may please to pardon the offendors, yet it may be signified by 
an Order in Council That his Maj. does wholly disapprove 
of the said Declaration and that not only all Records may 
be taken off the file and rased out of the Books in Virginia, 
but that his Maj. said Order may be entered in the Register 
of the Council there, with directions in Lord Culpeper to pro- 
pose a Bill in the next Assembly condemning the said proceed- 
ings and declaring the right of his Majesty and the Officers 
to call for all the Public Records and Journals whenever they 
shall think it necessary for the King's service. Robert Bev- 
erley, clerk of the Assembly, and Col. Edward Hill, 
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President of Charles City County having been represent d 
by his Maj. late Commissioners as persons of evil fame and be- 
haviour and therefore ordered by his Maj. to be put out of 
all public employment, but which Lord Culpeper, upon the 
earnest petition of the House of Burgesses and the whole 
Council & himself being satisfied that they are honest and able 
men and very active in his Maj. service during the late Re- 
bellion, thought fit to suspend — Desire his Maj. pleasure 
whether said persons shall be displaced or continued in his 
service to the end his Lordship may receive Instructions ac- 
cordingly. 3 pp. 

(Colonial Entry Bk. No. 82, pp. 3-6.) 



Council Chamber, Dec 15, 1681 
Report of the Committee for Trade and Plantations 
to the King — Have been attended by Lord Culpeper and the 
Muscovy Company in -order to find out the best means to 
introduce the trade of Tobacco within the Dominions of the 
Czar of Russia, Lord Culpeper having proposed this matter 
as of the greatest consequence for relieving the poverty of 
Virginia — That commodity being not only forbidden by the 
secular power but by the Ecclesiastical Law itself (in Russia) 
are of opinion it is only proper for the solicitation of a Minister 
to be sent by his Maj. to that Court— Recommend that when 
an Ambassador be sent thither, this be a principal point of his 
message and instructions — the allowance of tobacco within 
those Dominions — Also that for the encouragement of the 
plantation of hemp and flax in Virginia, which by reason of 
the great poverty of the inhabitants has not been yet brought 
to effect his Maj. would advance 2 or £300 to be disposed of 
in those commodities and to be distributed by the Council 
there to fitting persons — with Mem" — That this report being 
the next day read in Council it was ordered that it should 
be further considered of. 2 pp. 
(Colonial Papers.) 
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Whitehall, Dec. 15, 1681 
Minutes of a Committee of Trade and Plantations — 
A Report concerning the Act of Cohabitation (5) in Virginia 
and other matters relating to that Government is read and 
approved — The Muscovy Company being called in, Lord Cul- 
peper moves the Committee that some means might be found 
out to open and procure a trade within the Dominions of the 
Emperor of Russia, for Tobacco — very difficult to settle such a 
trade (tobacco being forbidden) and only fit to be attempted 
by a Minister and that the Patriarch and Favourites of the 
Czar must be persuaded by fitting arguments to bring it to 
pass that Tobacco may be used in that Country — this there 
Lordships will report to his Majesty. 
(Colonial Entry Bk. No. 106, pp. 324-5.) 



Whitehall, Dec. 20, 1681 
Minutes of a Committee of Trade and Plantations — 
The remaining part of Lord Culpepers Journal and State of 
Virginia read — his Lord'ps representation of the great incon- 
venience of repealing the Act of Cohabitation until another 
Act be passed instead of it — that part of it concerning the land- 
ing of goods & shipping of tobacco, to be suspended — In- 
struction to be prepared for Lord Culpeper to recommend to 
the next Assembly to settle a more equitable manner of tare 
upon commodities exported from Virginia, also to change the 
present impositions upon Tytheables for a duty on brandy, or 
other Liquors, which may be appropriated to the uses of the 
Govern* excepting only the twenty pound per pole. As to 
regulating Appeals his Lord'p to have a view of the methods 
directed in the other Plantations & thereon to offer what he 
thinks fit — An Instruction to be prepared leaving to the dis- 
cretion of the Gov. & Council to enchance the price of Foreign 
coin by Proclamation, except that given in payment 
of 2s. per hogshead & other duties payable to the 

(5) This was the first of the numerous acts for the establishment of 
towns and ports. 
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Government which are to be satisfied in sterling money with- 
out alteration — As to Peace and War to be made with the 
Indians, being left to the direction of every distinct Governor 
is of dangerous consequence but being already granted by 
charter, their Lordships see no better remedy left than carrying 
out an Order in Council of Dec. 1677 whereby alt Governors 
and Proprietors may be directed not to make Peace or War 
with the Indians without the participation and consent of one 
another — His Lordship left to present his reasons to his Maj. 
in Council that no Assembly may be called until his return or 
further Order, and concerning the payment lately ordered 
to the soldiers in Virginia — to be understood that debts only 
contracted for their Quarters are to be paid — Letter to be 
written by his Maj. accordingly. 3 pp. 
(Colonial Entry Bk. No. 106, pp. 327-330.) 
(To be continued) 



